Educational

Assessment in Michigan

What you should know

Testing and other forms of student assessment can provide valuable information to parents, educators, and policy leaders
about students’ growth and learning. In fact, a coherent, comprehensive assessment system, used with greater consistency
across the state, is an important strategy to propel Michigan to be a top 10 education state in 10 years.

A key question for educators and policy makers is this: How can Michigan cultivate a balanced assessment system that measures
progress toward a student’s mastery of content standards AND informs classroom instruction?

Purpose matters

Student assessments are used for many different purposes at the state, district, school, classroom and student levels, These
purposes include individual student instruction, individual or group remediation, instructional planning, progrem evaluation,
student accountability, educater evaluation, and/or school accountability (Michigan Assessment Consortium, 2014). Assessment
tools and strategies work best when they match the purpose for which they are intended.

What do different types of assessments do?

Student assessments generally serve one of two overarching purposes: they either guide learning {assessment FOR learning)
or certify learning {assessment OF learning).

The table In Figure 1 illustrates the flow from the Formative assessment process {assessment for learning) toward Summative
assessment (assessment of learning). It includes information about Interim/Benchmark assessments, which are given
periodically to monitor student learning over a specified period of time.

Figure 1. This table describes types of assessment and offers some examples of each. The chart also ilustrates how
differant educators &t various fevels use assessment data to inform decisions.
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February 1, 2019

Report to the Legislature of Michigan on Section 104d of the State
School Aid Act

Benchmark Assessment Reimbursement Grants

In June 2018, as part of Section 104d of the State School Aid Act, the legislature
requested a report to the House and Senate appropriations subcommittees and the
House and Senate Fiscal Agencies on the number of districts that purchased each
test, tool, and assessment as part of this sections provision of reimbursement grants
for the purchase of benchmark assessments for Michigan districts.

Overall 651 districts applied for this grant opportunity, which covered 924,896
students. This resulted in an average per pupil amount of $9.94 being sent back to
districts to help support their benchmark assessment efforts.

The following is a table that lays out the assessment tools that were submitted for
funds and the number of districts that selected each tool:

# of

Assessment Name: Districts* % Districts
Achievement Network 4 0.6%
Aimsweb 14 2.1%
DIBELS 19 2.9%
DRA2 2 0.3%
DRC Beacon 6 0.9%
DRC Smarter Balanced 5 0.8%
Edmentum Exact Path 4 0.6%
EL. Education 1 0.2%
FastBridge 9 1.4%
Fountas & Pinnell Benchmark

Assessment System 6 0.9%
Inspect 2 0.3%
i-Ready Diagnostic 26 3.9%
Learning A-Z 1 0.2%
Lexia RAPID 3 0.5%
NWEA 510 77.0%
Scantron 1 0.2%
STAR 49 7.4%

TOTAL: 662 100.0%

*Note: this number is slightly higher than the number of districts
that applied for the grant opportunity as some districts split their
grant between multiple tools by grade

The opportunity for Michigan school districts to receive assistance in procuring
benchmark assessment tools for their schools was well received. We are optimistic
that their use will be beneficial to the students in our state.
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